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As Mr. Mitchell retires from his position on

the Colorado Farm Bureau, I would like to
thank him for his unprecedented service and
outstanding leadership. I am grateful for his in-
volvement and work for the citizens and farm-
ers of Colorado. Mr. Mitchell is a remarkable
individual and I wish him the best of luck as
he turns the page on a new chapter in life.

f

TRIBUTE TO NAOMI AND ZACK
PRENDERGAST

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 21, 1999

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take a moment to acknowledge Naomi and
Zack Prendergast for their dedication to their
family and for their recognition as the 1999
Parents of the Year for America. Because of
their commitment to family and serving others,
they are quite deserving of praise.

Meeting over 22 years ago in a shelter for
abandoned children in Italy, Naomi and Zack
found a common desire to serve others. They
were married and began a life together which
has taken them around the world in their per-
sonal ministry. The parents of 12 children,
they are unique not only because of their large
family, but for their dedication to raising their
children to serve.

Five years ago, the Prendergast family
moved to Longmont, CO. From the broad
range of volunteer and service efforts which
they have undertaken, an organization known
as Family Service, Inc., has emerged. With
such a large family, and such dedication to
service, helping others has always been a
family affair for the Prendergasts. Their family
singing group performs at nursing homes,
schools, shelters and various other places
where inspiration and joy may be given.

The Prendergast family also began an effort
to gather donated food for area homeless
shelters. Family Services, Inc., with the help
and generosity of community members, pro-
vides donated food each week to these shel-
ters, donating an average of 8,000 pounds of
food per month. Zack has found time to run a
project, in addition to the various projects he
works on, to promote responsible fatherhood.
St. Vrain Fatherhood Connection offers par-
enting classes for young fathers and a support
group located at a local church.

I am grateful for people like the Prendergast
family, who not only strive to serve, but teach
their children the importance of respect and
service as well. For their dedication to helping
others, their involvement in bettering the com-
munity in which they live, and for sharing their
fundamental values and work ethic with their
children and the citizens of Longmont, I wish
to commend Zack and Naomi and recognize
their achievements. They are unique and I
greatly appreciate their noble efforts.

A TRIBUTE TO MR. JASPER
WELCH OF DURANGO, CO, FOR
HIS DEDICATION AND LEADER-
SHIP

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 21, 1999
Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

take this opportunity to honor Mr. Jasper
Welch of Durango, CO. Because of his com-
munity involvement and service, and dedica-
tion to leadership Mr. Welch is quite deserving
of recognition and praise. He is an outstanding
citizen and I greatly appreciate his hard work
and the example he sets.

Mr. Welch received a bachelor of science
degree in 1975 from the University of Colo-
rado where he graduated with distinction. He
is a certified trainer and consultant for the Pro-
fessional Dynametric Programs, a Certified
Elected Official by the Colorado Municipal
League, and a certified facilitator and trainer
for the Zenger-Miller training systems.

Mr. Japser Welch is a distinguished member
of the Durango community, dedicating time
and energy to various pursuits and causes.
Serving as the cochair of Leadership La Plata
from 1988 until 1998, Mr. Welch has encour-
aged the development of leadership skills of
Durango’s youth. He has found time to serve
as chairman of the Transportation Board, as
member of the board of directors for the Hun-
dred Club of Durango, as mayor of Durango,
and has held various other service and leader-
ship role.

Jasper Welch has committed great time and
energy to the betterment of Durango and
those around him. I am grateful to him for his
hard work and for the example he has set. For
his strong work ethic, perseverance, and con-
tinued leadership, I commend him and pay
tribute to this remarkable man. I hope that he
will continue in his noble pursuits to educate,
inspire, and serve others.
f

HONORING JAMES D. McELHANNON

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 22, 1999

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor James D. McElhannon as he
has been awarded with the nation’s Military
Order of the Purple Heart Award.

James D. McElhannon is a resident of
Lemoore, and a retired Master Sergeant of the
Korean War. During his time served in Korea,
he was wounded in the battle for the Naktong
River on September 10–20, 1950. Sergeant
McElhannon was leading his platoon (2nd pla-
toon, Charlie, 3rd combat Engineer Battalion)
on a night reconnaissance when enemy forces
began firing their weapons. McElhannon was
wounded by a mortar attack, receiving shrap-
nel in his leg. He refused medical attention in
order to continue his mission. Though losing
blood through the night, Sergeant McElhannon
used his own bayonet to remove the shrapnel
in his leg. The 2nd Platoon Charlie Company
held fast did not withdraw until the platoon
was officially relieved.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to honor
James D. McElhannon for his bravery and

commitment in the Korean War. His courage
has lead him to receive the nation’s Military
Order of the Purple Heart Award. I urge my
colleagues to join me in wishing James
McElhannon many more years of success.
f

HONORING WILLIAM A. GALLINA
ON HIS 60TH BIRTHDAY

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 22, 1999
Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor

a man who embodies what it means to be a
true American, a dedicated family man, an ac-
complished professional, and a consummate
citizen of New York City, William A. Gallina,
on the occasion of his 60th birthday.

William, or ‘‘Bill’’ as he is known by those
closest to him, has lifelong roots in the Bronx.
Born on his parents’ kitchen table in the West
Farms section of the Bronx on July 26, 1939,
Bill blazed an exceptional path from the very
beginning.

Growing up in the South Bronx home of his
immigrant parents, his mother from Germany,
his father from Italy, Bill attended Public
School 6, Herman Ridder Junior High School,
and earned his diploma at James Monroe
High School. Following high school gradua-
tion, Bill attended New York State Maritime
College where he spent three years studying
Maritime Engineering, then transferred to
Fairleigh Dickinson University where he grad-
uated with a degree in Mechanical Engineer-
ing.

After graduation, he began working at
Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corporation
where he and a small group of rocket propul-
sion engineers successfully helped in the de-
sign of the descent engine of the Lunar Excur-
sion Modules (L.E.M.) fulfilling President John
F. Kennedy’s dream and America’s promise of
landing on the moon before the close of the
1960s.

While working for Grumman, Bill attended
St. John’s University Law School in the eve-
nings, graduating in 1967 with a Juris Doctor
degree. Upon graduation from law school he
went to work for a major Wall Street law firm
specializing in intellectual property, eventually
leaving to open his own firm specializing in
criminal and personal injury law. He returned
to the Bronx in the early 1970s where he was
instrumental in constructing a professional
medical office complex where he maintained
his office for the practice of law.

To this day, he continues to practice law in
Bronx County where he has become one of
the leading personal injury attorneys in the
metropolitan New York area. His parents con-
tinued to live in Bronx County until their pass-
ing. Bill’s mother used the very same kitchen
table on which he was born until her death in
1997 at the age of 98.

Bill is married to the former Ronnie Bernon
and has an 11-year-old son, three daughters
from a prior marriage, and two grandchildren.
He is active in local and national bar associa-
tions, in particular, the New York State Trial
Lawyers where he serves as a member of the
Board of Directors, fighting to protect the
rights of accident victims.

Bill is an avid sailor, spending his limited
free time sailing the waters of Long Island
Sound.
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Mr. Speaker, please join me in commending

William A. Gallina of Bronx, New York for a re-
markable life on the occasion of his 60th birth-
day.
f

TRIBUTE TO JAMES BUCKLEY

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 22, 1999

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate and to pay tribute to Mr. James
Buckley, Executive Director of University
Neighborhood Housing Program in my South
Bronx district. He was selected to receive a
James A. Johnson Community Fellowship
from the Fannie Mae Foundation for his sig-
nificant contributions to the fields of affordable
housing and community development. Mr.
Buckley is one of only six individuals selected
through a national nomination process to re-
ceive this fellowship in the inaugural year of
this program.

Mr. Speaker, James Buckley founded the
University Neighborhood Housing program
(UNHP) in 1989 and has served as its Execu-
tive Director since then. As a Fordham Univer-
sity student in 1975, Mr. Buckley interned with
the Northwest Bronx Community and Clergy
Coalition (NBCCC) as a community organizer,
and he later served as its Executive Director.
As a result of his organizing efforts at NBCCC,
the Fordham Bedford Housing Corportion
(FBHC) was formed, which has reclaimed
thousands of units of housing and presently
owns and/or manages 70 multi-family apart-
ment buildings.

As the Director of the Reinvestment Project
at the NBCCC, Mr. Buckley attracted over
$100 million in public and private funds to
area neighborhoods, which led to the creation
of 1,500 units of safe, sanitary, affordable
housing units for community residents. As a
result of these efforts, two additional non-profit
community housing corporations were created
that went on to develop residential properties
with tenant or community ownership.

Mr. Speaker, the Johnson fellows Program
was created to honor the leadership and dis-
tinguished service of former Fannie Mae
Foundation Chairman James A. Johnson. The
Fellows program is designed to reward and
recognize outstanding leaders and promote in-
novation in the affordable housing and com-
munity development fields. Each fellow will re-
ceive a $70,000 grant and plus a $20,000
educational travel/study stipend to pursue a
self-designed course of professional develop-
ment to enhance the individual’s skills and
field experiences and to explore new solutions
to current affordable housing or community
development challenges.

Mr. Speaker, being selected for this pro-
gram indicates that James Buckley has dem-
onstrated that he has the ability and the desire
to be an asset and a role model in our com-
munity. We are proud of his accomplishments
and I know he will take full advantage of the
opportunity presented to him. He is a terrific
example for community leaders.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Mr. James Buckley for his
outstanding accomplishments, and in com-
mending the Fannie Mae Foundation for hon-
oring these six outstanding leaders and giving

them the opportunity to do even more for their
communities.
f

HONORING MILLARD NELSON

HON. RON KIND
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 22, 1999

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
special tribute to Millard Nelson. Millard Nel-
son has distinguished himself by his life-long
commitment to his family, his community and
the Democratic Party.

Millard Nelson has worked as a farmer, sub-
stitute mail carrier, and office manager for the
Pierce County Agriculture, Stabilization and
Conservation Office. Millard has been dedi-
cated to public service throughout his life. He
served as the President of the Salem Town
Board, a member of the Pierce County Board
and the assessor for the Gilmanton Township.
Millard has also been active in many con-
servation programs in his native Pierce Coun-
ty, and it is estimated that throughout his life
he has planted more than 500,000 trees in
Pierce County. These trees are Millard’s last-
ing gift to future generations of Pierce County
citizens.

Millard Nelson is perhaps best known for his
life-long commitment to the Democratic Party.
Millard was involved in the founding of the cur-
rent Democratic Party in Wisconsin in 1949
and has served the party in a variety of capac-
ities since that time. Millard and his wife Ellen
have been pillars of the Democratic Party for
over 50 years.

Mr. Speaker, this country needs more citi-
zens like Millard Nelson. He has lived his life
committed to the principle that we must make
this world better for future generations. I rise
today in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives to honor Millard Nelson and thank
him for his lifetime of commitment to Pierce
County and the Wisconsin Democratic Party.
f

RECOGNIZING VALERIE SANDEFUR

HON. HEATHER WILSON
OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 22, 1999

Mrs. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to bring
to your attention the outstanding accomplish-
ment of Valerie Sandefur.

Valerie is a High School student at Albu-
querque Academy, in Albuquerque, New Mex-
ico and recently won the Veterans of Foreign
Wars and its Ladies Auxiliary ‘‘Voice of De-
mocracy’’ broadcast scriptwriting contest. The
contest asked students to create a speech
based on the theme ‘‘My Service to America.’’
Her speech was judged the best from New
Mexico.

Valerie spoke about how she and all of us
could better serve our country by re-enforcing
the meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance. In
her speech she said:

‘‘We are no longer a nation indivisible, we
are increasingly a nation invisible. My service
to America is to put the meaning back into the
pledge of allegiance and to create again the
idea of ‘one nation.’ However, there are two
challenges to regaining our allegiance—apathy
and ignorance.’’

She continued to describe how apathy leads
to a loss of participation and interest in de-
mocracy. Valerie then told how ignorance has
caused even greater problems than apathy.
She said she feels American society is devalu-
ing virtues such as ambition, leadership and
heroism, and that Americans are losing their
uniquely American character, their sense of
nationality and their spirit of patriotism.

There are lessons in her speech the entire
nation could learn from. Valerie demonstrated
the ambition and intelligence needed for suc-
cess now and in the future. Valerie finished
her speech by imploring all of us to strive to
put meaning back into the Pledge of Alle-
giance. I submit the text of her script for the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the VFW for spon-
soring the ‘‘Voice of Democracy’’ contest and
I ask that we recognize Valerie Sandefur for
her achievement by striving to do what she
has—put meaning back into the Pledge of Al-
legiance.
‘‘MY SERVICE TO AMERICA’’—1998–99 VFW

VOICE OF DEMOCRACY SCHOLARSHIP COM-
PETITION

(By New Mexico Winner, Valerie Sandefur)
I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United

States of America, and to the republic for
which it stands . . . and that’s about where
I forgot. I was in middle school. Actually it
was more like the middle of a muddle. But I
was not alone. When asked many students
couldn’t remember these sacred words, and
more significantly they, like most of Amer-
ica didn’t understand the true meaning of
what they recited each morning. I’ve heard
many of my friends ask—what’s the point of
learning this ‘stuff’? For me the answer
found is that who we are as a society is based
on what they call ‘stuff’. What I call history.
And the history lesson for today is that we
are no longer a nation indivisible, we are in-
creasingly a nation invisible. Therefore, my
service to America is to put the meaning
back into the pledge of allegiance, and to
create again the idea of ‘one nation’. How-
ever, there are two challenges to regaining
our allegiance—apathy and ignorance.

Let us first consider apathy. It is the con-
stitutional right of every citizen over the
age of 18 to vote. Yet, in the 1996 presidential
elections apathy paralyzed roughly 50% of
registered voters. Politicians struggled to re-
capture the public’s fading attention. They
failed. As Christopher Hitchens wrote for
The Nation magazine it was really a case of
the Blind leading the Dumb. Presidential
candidates spend $138 million dollars on a
public that in many cases, didn’t even care
enough to show up. . . .

But it’s not just lack of attendance at the
pools that demonstrates our growing apathy.
The education of our children has become a
diluted and narrow stream that too often fo-
cuses on the ‘real world’ of MTV rather than
the lessons of the world of the past. Many
classrooms no longer have an American flag,
and we have stopped teaching the words to
the national anthem. In fact at a World Se-
ries game this year, Tony Bennett chose not
to sing the national anthem. . . . And no one
seemed to care. It seems that Mr. Bennett
left not only his heart in San Francisco but
also his patriotism.

But apathy is not the only challenge to our
allegiance, my service to America includes
confronting ignorance in myself and others.
Consider a recent political cartoon in the
Washington Post. The first part of this two-
fold cartoon shows a young impressionable
child in 1958 wearing a cowboy hat and glass-
es. He fondly dreams about the famous sing-
ing cowboy Roy Rogers, who stood for re-
spect, honesty and goodness, sitting of
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